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with their merchants. There is, perhaps, no instance in
human story, of such a change produced in so short a time,
in the schemes and manners of a people, of so many
new sources of wealth opened, and such numbers of artifi-
cers and merchants made to start out of the ground, as was
seen in the ministry of Colbert.

Now it was that the power of France became formidable
to England. Her dominions were large before, and hen-
armies numerous ; but her operations were necessarily con-
fined to the continent. She had neither ships for the
transportation of her troops, nor money for their support
in distant expeditions. Colbert saw bath these wants, and
saw that commerce only would supply them. The fertility
of their country furnishes the French with commodities;
the poverty of the common people keeps the price of labour
low. By the obvious practice of selling much and buying
little, it was apparent, that they would soon draw the wealth
of other countries into their own; and, by carrying out
their merchandise in their own vessels, a numerous body of
sailors would quickly be raised.

This was projected, and this was performed. The king "
of France was soon enabled to bribe those whom he could
not conquer, and to terrify, with his fleets, those whom his
armies could not have approached. The influence of
France was suddenly diffused all over the globe!; her arms
were dreaded, and her pensions received in remote re-
gions, and those were almost ready to acknowledge her
sovereignty, who, a few years before, had scarcely heard
her name. She thundered on the coasts of Africa, and re-
ceived ambassadours from Siam. .

So much may be done by one wise man endeavouring,
with honesty, the advantage of the publick. But that we
may not rashly condemn all ministers, as wanting wisdom
or integrity, whose counsels have produced no such ap-
parent benefits to their country, it must be conskiered,
that Colbert had means of acting, which our government
does not allow. He could.enforce all his orders by the
power of an absolute monarch ; he could compel iridivi-